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  PRODUCT UPDATE


Wine Label Application – Uncoated /Textured Papers
Due to the unique characteristics of open-woven papers - absorbent, high memory/stiffness - it is critical that full adhesion onto the surface is achieved.  Areas of the label (particularly large wine labels) that have not made sufficient contact with the substrate are more susceptible to bubbling when exposed to moisture. This is due to the paper expanding with moisture intake from environmental changes.

Based on the continued growth surrounding uncoated/textured papers, Avery Dennison Materials has devised a ‘Test Method’ to identify whether the process of automatic application of open-woven stocks onto wine bottle surface is sufficient to achieve the full contact required to reduce or eliminate label “bubbling”.  The protocol comprises three stages:

Applicator Set-up:

Even and consistent pressure over the entire face stock of the label is critical to ensure the adhesive is anchored onto the bottle after the label is dispensed off the Peel Plate.

Spray Test Method:

1. Run 10 empty bottles through the applicator using stipulated labels.

2. With a fine mist spray, cover the entire label immediately after application,

3. After 60 seconds visual analysis of the label can begin,

4. If bubbling or tunnelling appears, the label has not contacted the bottle surface at this location.

5. Re-adjust the applicator to ensure entire label face is free of bubbling or tunnels when tested with water spray.

The steps detailed above will assist in optimum applicator set-up. This will minimise potential label bubbling issues on wine bottles.

Note: This process should be run on every machine set-up or shift change over.

Key Considerations When Using Uncoated/Open Woven Materials:

The size of the label


· Small increases in label size have large effects on label application

· It is critical that the label size is compatible to the bottle and to the overall application




Uniformity of the glass surface

· Irregularities/moulding distortion can result in a non-uniform bottle surface

· Avoid concave surfaces and the bottle ‘shoulder’

Applicator settings

Environmental Conditions

Thorough testing through the application line is recommended prior to use.  

For more detailed information, please contact Technical Marketing

Note:  This protocol is intended to provide you with some guidelines.  Avery in no way makes any representation or warranty in relation to this protocol and any “bubbling” resulting from improper application shall not be Avery’s responsibility.
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The best of both worlds
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